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Summer dining:

DINING REVIEW

itrus Grillhouse’s prix fixe

BY TINA ROMDEAL
Calsmnbit

In whait is now & highly competitve
anniid battle for bast saimmer meni
deal, newver before has a defending
chiump retainesl i coown.,

Each vear, one of our many fne
TEGIAUNANES Seemns 1 Slep up o the
“ran-yon-lop-this™ challengs, putting
forward a combination of food, wine
and prices that beats amything island
diners have seen previously.

Thiet seserms troer Usam ever this year,
with dishes more creative - and prices
lewweer — hair e B esder seen tem.

A we near the mighway point of oor
sunmuner sampling, the Citras Gerill-
house seems well positoned 10 cap-
Tuare (e et cleal bonoes for the see-
and year ina row

If you arrive Maonday through Friday
hidone G0 pm, you can enjoy a stan
of, an enerée and the restaurant’s sea-
side setiing for $£15. You can also add

a dessert o the priz fxe for $2. And af

Vo sinee foe wine, Twee ol weal cin share

a bonle of a pinot nobr, cabemet or
chardanmay for anly 510,

What's mew this year - in addition
o the bargain wine = is thal Execonive
Chel Scou Varricchio has expanded
the prix fixe opibons, which he de-
scribves s @ marriage of summentime:
pienic and chssic comion loods.

In addition to the foor starters and
1em enerees an the e ted Fremi, Var-
ricchio offers one or o verbal spe
ciale nighily depending on wihat was
available in the marked that morming.

When we stopped by last Friday, the
poeantront pieio was alresdy fall foue-
daar seating is first come, first served)
anel e were shown oo nice lable for
oo in the restaurant’s eleganit. mini-
rritlist clining rooem.

The server quickly brought some
brreaad with a tasty humomis dip oo get
us started, and we decided 1o po with
a boute of the chardannay

For starters on this ewening, my
husband plcked the cocumber and
harico vert salad amd 1 decided iooiary
one of that evening's verhal specials, a
swred egrn vedoaate with cuery ol

Both the veloue, a creamy sweet
soup served shightly beloy room [em-
perature, and the cucumbser salad
with eriamee Trakche wnd minn dressing
wiere wianderiully refreshing sumimer-
Lirrie Sariors.

Then for emirées, | ardered the
soared Cape Cod sea scallops and
my husband had ihe hacon wrapped
et lol

Dion't ber thremarn ol by thee Cope Cod
ariging of these scallyps.  These ane
nnt little hay srallops These are the
big boys — perfecthy pan seansd. nes-
sl atop & poo paeres ancd Gnished
with bacon s, For me, this is the 1o-
allie-lor e on e SURmEr e,

My hushand  said  the  bacon-
wrapped meatleal — beef, weal and
pork combined with seasonings, ac-
companted by mashed potaroes and
a lnscions ruffled maushroom gravy
wias the best rensdiion of this comifor
Taad i has enjoyed in a long time,

As we wene enppving our dinner,
we spedied a conple of adher prix Fixe
enirecs making their way 10 nearby
Labdes. When we remarked on them,

wewere soon offered sarmphes.

O wee T surprisingly pood wias
the fish and chips - adantic cod that
bl brevn bower batlered then  cdhasted
with white corm polenta o give it a
thin crunehy Bver, served with fash-
fried kale “chips” and a caper-red on-
ion remoilde.  The kale chips ane
w greal wariaiion on what normalby
commes with this dish.

We alsn sampled the Cresksione
prime flank steak - nice thin slices
stk served atop o Bamiastic creanmy
parmesan s - and the chicken
“spiedie” and salt podatn, a tasty con
coction which we were iold was picnic
[ood from the chel™s boylood.

Mow for desserts. O the prx fixe,
the options are vanilla panna colla
with strewberry conlis: key lime pie;
or ik chooolane citrus scented cake
with dark chocolate ire cream. B
another one of those verbal aprions
nn this evening won oar mver other
three: banana bread with housemade
banana ice cream. Yam,

A party of oo can dine very well on
the prix fixe for a el b not much
ovier 330 wathooi dessert, ancd n_'||'||!.r a
fesy dlollars maore G0 vou add a sweer
Include an eminenthy drinkalbile bole
of wine and you are 6l ondy in de
midd- 54005,

While 1he portions here are ool
huige, thiese are all light, perfiect sized
dizhes for sumimer.

The Citrus Grillhouse summer prix
fiwe 15 a dining value that will be very
hard e besant

L el o your oommenis, ancd en-
conrge wour 1o send feedback toome an
tinpEveroheach3 2963 com.

Thee revivver (s a8 Beaclwicle recidant
tethen divees anornonsly ai resiaenanis
il flre expene of Vieo Bedel 32567, o
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Citrus Grillhouse
1050 Easter Lily Lana
FIE-234-4114
Ratings:

Fnd: LK N
Sll‘ll'inl: CE R
Atmospharm: * * % *
‘uall.'ﬂ: ird ik E
Summaer Hours: Daily, & pm fo
Close

Beverages: Full bar
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